Bathampton Primary
Safer Routes to School
Travel Survey Results

June 2016

Context

* The Safe Routes to School team at Bathampton Primary re-started in Term 3 2015/16

* In order to update our knowledge as to how pupils travel to school we conducted the
following in June 2016:

« A class-by-class show of hands updating us as to where pupils live and how they getto school (data
formerly capturad by the SRTS team at BaMES)

« A parent survey, which has had 86 responses so far (from a community of 156 families and representing
130 childran)

» The purpose of this pack is to play back these survey results to the school community



Summary of results

* From the class-by-class show of hands we see a broad catchment at the school:
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= Az might be expected, those that live further afield usually come to school by car and those living
close by more often than not travel actively. Far those in the 0.5 = 1 mile group there is a greater
spread of ways to travel.
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Summary of results continued

« Butitisn'tas simple as proximity meaning families travel to school actively

+ B5%% of parents said that thelr preferred mode of school transport was on foot/by bike. This was
made up of 66% of those over 1 mile, 96% of those 0.5-1 mile and 97% under 0.5 miles, They
told us that If we Invested in safety improvements then 28% of current car journeys {136 of the
480 in the survey) would be converted to active travel (without us encouraging this switch
through any SETS activities).

o 72 families responding to the survey (82%) told us that the roads around the school are
dangerous for pedestrians and cyclists, This was made up of 75% of respondents over 1 mile,
S5% D.5-1miles and 76% under 0.5 miles

+ The middle distance growp (2.5-1 mile groupl are likely to encounter either the toll bridge approach and national spead
limit Mill Lane from Batheaston or the 30mph £36 in Bathampion where maffic rarely obeys the speed limit, as well as other
danger points, such the crossing between Devonshire Rd and Down Lane. It 15 this argup that had the highest instances of
parents Flagging danger as a consideration as to why they drive (10%) and a growp for whom it would be great to unlock the
safe choice of walkingy/cycling to school.

« Travelling on to work or to another destination by car accounts for up to two thirds of the
reasons given as to why families use the car for school, For those that live further away it is
actually a lower percentage (353%) with “its too far to walk’ at 25%.

+ {me of the things for the SRTS to consider 1s indepandent travel for those old enowgh, as itwould be great to enable
childran fo ravel activalyto school, even if their pareats are working, This would require investment in safaty measures
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Summary of results continued

= We have three areas of safe travel to school we are focused on as the SRTS group:
I, Safe passage from the George Car Park
2. Safer passage for those already walking or cycling to school
3. Rafery improvements o unlock/encourage even more active travel

= Parents gave us clear feedback as to the safety improvements they would like to see on their
routes to school.
+ By number of wotes, the top three priorities are:
Zafety on the cangl bridgs
i Crasaieg fram the Ceangs
3 Zafmiy i frant of schacl
+ By ‘pricrity 17 wotes, the top three locations are:
Zafety on the canal bridgs
s Emsi'ﬂg fran thia D}ﬁl‘gﬂ
3 Safmiy oo Ml Lane g (e 436

+ The canal bridge was the clear priority for those living up toa mile away, while crossing from the George was the
priorivy for those over 1 mile away, with the canal bridge second.

= Since we have conducted this survey, we have met with Banes Group Highways Manager, Kelvin
Packer, as well as Ward and Parish Councillors. With the support of these individuals in the next
few months, SRTS will be pulling together a proposal for investment along our routes to school
for the next Banes budget round, as Kelvin has explained that this is far more effective than just
fixing one bit of the journey.

Parent survey results - spread of respondents

86 responses so far (from a community of 156 families and representing 130 children)

Please state how many children you have in each year group
How far is the journey to school from your house?
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Source: Bathampton Primary Parent SRTS Survey June 2016



Parent survey results - how do we travel to school

Question: out of the 10 journeys made to and from school each week, how many are
usually made:

Parent Survey - School Run Maode Split

M i bar| %

1%
By car 480 | 564
By public transport i) 0%
By bicycle/scooter 3 %
On foot 337 | 3w
By school taxi 2 0%
Other 10 1%
Total| 860 ® Bycar  ® Bybicych/scoater = Onfoot @ Other

+ For those travelling over 1 mile, 93% of weekly journeys are made by car (320 journeys surveyed)
* For those living between 0.5 and 1 mile from school, journeys by car fall to 50% with 40% on foot

and 10% by bike (250 journeys surveyed)

* Far those living under 0.5 miles from school, car journeys fall to 15% with 50% on foot and 1% by

bike (290 journeys surveyed)

= 151 more journeys per week are made actively when the weather is good. This equates to 31% of

CAr journeys
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Parent survey results - reasons for travel by car
Question: for what reason(s) would your child(ren) travel by car?
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independent travel on foot/by bike

for those living close enough once
kids reach a certain age? The
national guidelineis that any

primary age child under 800m from
a school should travel actively.



What have parents asked us to focus on?

Question: when parents were last surveyed, they shared a list of concerns about safety on thelr routes to school.
Flease help us understand if these danger points are still an issue by ranking the top three that you are most
concerned about (1 being most concerned)

Top 3 priorities for parents overall:
1. Safety on the canal bridge

2. Crossing from the George

3. Safety in frant of school

i
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What did the professional feasibility study tell us to
focus on?

Mote: Focus was on roads directly around the school as the context for study was
the potential reallocation of section 106 funds
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source: IMA Transport Planning March 2016

Parent comments - highways

= "I thinkall areas have concernand are dangerous for manyfamilies”

= " would still walk to school but would feel a lot less worried if the bridge were safer. Itis just a
matter of time before cars come overthe bridge too fast and cause an accident” and “the crossing
on thecanal bridge is highly dangerous. .. cars frequently approach at speed, rarely give way and
often straddle the white line making them dangerously close to pedestrians” and “the bridge is an
accidentwaiting to happen. The LA need to acknowledge thattheycannotrecruita lollipop
person these days and find an alternative, more permangnt solution, .9. a new bridge” and “The
canal bridge is the worst - cars frequentlydrive at childrenand drivers are sometimes impatient
and abusive" and “ would like it to be safe enough for all my children to walk. The youngestis in
a buggyas it is notsafe on the bridge”

= “whenmy eldest started school he was offered a place in theschool taxi as the council had
assessed the route to school as ‘'unsafe to walk'. Nothingwas offered this September for my
youngerchild. This would be along Mill Lane” and “speed limit an Mill lane is too high- it needs
to be 30mph not National”

« “we walk overthe toll bridge. A combination of parked cars, queaued traffic and poor visibility
make this problematic” and “crossing on the toll bridge is dangerous. No safe place on Batheaston
side. Lots of angrytraffic in queues”



Parent comments - highways continued and parking

+ “the road approaching the bridge by Mulberry Kidz can be verydangerous with large vehiclas
mnuntingtgg pauemegnt"aﬂd"%r& r;'iee raﬁirrm'{;s o ke&pii&gaﬁg ca?s separate’ g

+ “crossing from Down |Iaau'ua- o Holcombe Lane is abblindmrner andyou have to s:e&: nu& before
ou can see” and "children aw? 0 CrOss c:llll:om eLanewhere vehicles are parked and cars
peed along making crossing difficult as children aren’tvisible’

« Swe need signage for parents using Mulberry Kidz - cars drive too fast on Dark Lane”and |
have ha ru%blsh valhlr;les reverse at me up%arﬂ L.amg'rr

+ “the Incgease traffic associated wlththeT?nInngtnad develgpmentis a cause for concern™and
we need pedestrian/school crossing marks on Tyning Road

+ “The raised road be&w&pnthe orge and the Churchis nrnrles?_‘.m:rsr rivers do n\gt recugprse
itas acrgstt;mg: so don 't stop. Thiscreate a worse situation as children thinkit is safer than it
is. Should be a zebra crossing

+ “Please stop parents parking outside school”

« %l love thﬁmnes that have been used on T-,ntnE,Ftn d recently. We need a campalgn to tell
parents that no-one is exempt from the no parking/turning rule

+ “ldon’tunderstand why other parents endanger children’s lives on purpose”

Parent comments - general and solutions

+ “the stressof scootering with two children on narrow roads puts me off”
« “If it were safer, | could let the children walk once they were in Y&"

+ “(safety changes) would allow younger children earlier independence in walking to school
with friends”

« “We live close to the school so driving would be a nonsense, but | cannotimagine allowing
my child to walk to school independently at an older age with the current traffic situation
and lack of pedestrian protection. However the hi-vis tabards are a greatinitiative - thank
you’

» “please can we have better signage outside school - a school safety zone?

« “can we try a walking bus scheme?’

+ “lollipop personwas very good. Could parents do a week each if we can't get one?”
+ “could school staff set up a rota to be a crossing patrol?”

* “we need a raised pavementon the canal bridge plus some pelican crossings (outside
school, crossing from the pub, crossing the canal bridge, over to the scout hut)



Appendix

AEﬁendix 1: Summa; of kei risks

Frovm Batheaston,'Larkhall Mational Speed Limic on Ml Lane
Singha file pavement with encroaching vegatation in sazson, Toll bridga approach hazardous
Drrivers unawsare that new path across keadows exits onto lane
From Gaorge Car Park Wo formal crossing with no associated signaga (drivers don't know what flashing sign on railway bridga s for and sacond

flashing slgn by pub i confusing —it needs to be closer to the canal bridge or reversad)

Car park itsalf could have safer passage for kids to the pavement and entrance could have stop lines for kids on road side
T

Froam Bathampion Blind humpback canal bridge & extremely dangerows for children and adults
0in Dark Lane, cars speed to and from nursary
On High 5t by Mulberry kKidz, cars, coaches and lorries regularly mount the rarrow paversent — the feasibllioy suggested
pavemant bollardswidaening and a priority scheme for traffic as a high pricrity for the area
Duvtn Lane/Devionshire Road |s 2 dangerous crossing with ne formal crossing point
A36 has no crossing point whare many kocal schood families Fve (by St Georga's Hll} and cars are parked on tha

paverient where house owners own the land. This prevents them walking safely to another crossing. Cars speed well
aver 30mph Bmit

Arownd school Outside school the palnted crossing has worn away. We are creating a safie no parking 2one and have made progress
hara racently with parents, Polica support planned for new school year

We will be approaching Stathon Road owners to discuss safety Inprovements {exdt for nebwork radl vans)

‘Wa will work with tha church to axplora moving their permit spot to prevent crossing batwean parkad cars, 5afe parking
2one extends here too and the painted crossing has worn aveay



Appendix 2: map of risk ‘hot spots’ near school
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S L Notes:

¢ 7 includes High St and Dark Lane
; * Two hot spots are not on the map:
3 1. Crossing the A36
- 2. Down Lane/Deveonshire Rd
- crossing is not on the map

Points 1, 2, 4,

6 and 7 are predominantly caused by the driving public,
while 3 & 5 are mostly parents on the school run.
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